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IN THE UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT
NORTHERN DISTRICT OF ILLINOIS
EASTERN DIVISION
HONORABLE SARA L. ELLIS, DISTRICT JUDGE
NO. 25-Cv-12173

CHICAGO HEADLINE CLUB, BLOCK CLUB CHICAGO, CHICAGO
NEWSPAPER GUILD LOCAL 34071, NABET-CWA LOCAL 54041,
RAVEN GEARY, CHARLES THRUSH, STEPHEN HELD, DAVID BLACK,
WILLIAM PAULSON, AUTUMN REIDY-HAMER, and LEIGH KUNKEL,
on behalf of themselves and others similarly situated,
Plaintiffs

KRISTI NOEM, Secretary, U.S. Department of Homeland
Security (DHS); TODD LYONS, Acting Director, U.S.
Immigration and Customs Enforcement (ICE); MARCOS

CHARLES, Acting Executive Associate Director,
Enforcement and Removal Operations, ICE; RUSSELL HOTT,
Chicago Field Office Director, ICE; RODNEY S. SCOTT,
Commissioner, U.S. Customs and Border Protection (CBP);
GREGORY BOVINO, Chief Border Patrol Agent, CBP; DANIEL

DRISCOLL, Director of the Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco,

Firearms and Explosives (ATF); WILLIAM K. MARSHALL IIT,
Director of the Federal Bureau of Prisons (BOP); PAMELA
BONDI, Attorney General of the United States; U.S.

DEPARTMENT OF HOMELAND SECURITY,; U.S. DEPARTMENT OF
JUSTICE; UNIDENTIFIED FEDERAL OFFICER DEFENDANTS;

UNIDENTIFIED FEDERAL AGENCY DEFENDANTS; and DONALD J.

TRUMP, President of the United States,
Defendants

I

DEPONENT: GREGORY BOVINO
DATE: OCTOBER 30, 2025

REPORTER: MEGAN WEINER
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APPEARANCES

ON BEHALF OF THE PLAINTIFFS, CHICAGO HEADLINE CLUB,
BLOCK CLURBR CHICAGO, CHICAGO NEWSPAPER GUILD LOCAL
34071, NABET-CWA LOCAL 54041, RAVEN GEARY, CHARLES
THRUSH, STEPHEN HELD, DAVID BLACK, WILLIAM PAULSON,
AUTUMN REIDY-HAMER, and LEIGH KUNKEL, on behalf of
themselves and others similarly situated:
Locke Bowman, Esquire
Steve Art, Esquire (Appeared via videoconference)
Lindsay Hagy, Esqguire
Alyssa Martinez, Esquire
Dominigue Gilbert, Esqgquire
David Owens, Esquire (Appeared via videoconference)
Tara Thompson, Esguire (Appeared via videoconference)
Aaron Tucek, Esquire (Appeared via videoconference)
Julia Rickert, Esguire (Appeared via videoconference)
Loevy & Loevy
311 North Aberdeen Street
Chicago, Illinois 60607
Telephone No.: (312) 243-5900
E-mail: lockelloevy.com
stevelloevy.com

lindsay@loevy.com

alyssa@loevy.com

gilbert@dloevy.com

david@loevy.com

tara@loevy.com

aaron@loevy.com

julialloevy.com

AND

Conor Gaffney, Esqguire

Hayden Johnson, Esquire (Appeared via videoconference)
Katie Schwartzmann, Esquire

Protect Democracy Project

2020 Pennsylvania Avenue NW

Suite 163
Washington, D.C. 20006
Telephone No.: (202) 579-4582

E-mail: conor.gaffney@protectdemocracy.org
hayden.johnsonprotectdemocracy.org
katie.schwartzmannlprotectdemoccracy.org
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APPEARANCES (CONTINUED)

AND

Wallace Hilke, Esquire

Community Justice and Civil Rights Clinic
375 East Chicago Avenue

Chicago, Illinois 60611

Telephone No.: (213) 503-2224

E-mail: wally.hilke@law.northwestern.edu

AND

Craig B. Futterman, Esquire
Mandel Legal Aid Clinic

6020 South University

Chicago, Illinois 60637
Telephone No.: (773) 702-9611
E-mail: futterman@uchicago.edu
(Appeared via videoconference)

ON BEHALF OF THE DEFENDANTS, KRISTI NOEM, Secretary,
U.S. Department of Homeland Security (DHS),; TODD LYONS,
Acting Director, U.S. Immigration and Customs
Enforcement (ICE); MARCOS CHARLES, Acting Executive
Associate Director, Enforcement and Removal Operations,
ICE; RUSSELL HOTT, Chicago Field Office Director, ICE:
RODNEY S. SCOTT, Commissioner, U.S. Customs and Border
Protection (CBP); GREGORY BOVINO, Chief Border Patrol
Agent, CBP; DANIEL DRISCOLL, Director of the Bureau of
Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms and Explosives (ATF):;
WILLIAM K. MARSHALL III, Director of the Federal Bureau
of Prisons (BOP); PAMELA BONDI, Attorney General of the
United States; U.S. DEPARTMENT OF HOMELAND SECURITY;
U.5. DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE; UNIDENTIFIED FEDERAL
OFFICER DEFENDANTS,; UNIDENTIFIED FEDERAL AGENCY
DEFENDANTS; and DONALD J. TRUMP, President of the
United States:

Sarmad M. Khojasteh, Esquire

Elizabeth Hedges, Esguire

Sean Skedzielewski, Esquire (Via videoconference)

U.S. Department of Justice
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APPEARANCES (CONTINUED)

AND

Joseph N. Mazzara, Esqguire

Brooke Danielle Jenkins, Esquire (Appeared via
videoconference)

Office of the General Counsel

U.S. Department of Homeland Security

...
|

AND

Philip J. Piscopo, Esqguire

Storm & Piscopo, P.C.
2000 South Batavia Avenue

Suite 410
Geneva, Illinois 60134
Telephone No.: (630) 232-6170

Also Present: Sydney Little, Videographer; Valerie
Barajas, Loevy & Loevy Paralegal; Anthony Adams, U.S.
Customs and Border Protection (Appeared via
videoconference); Rachel McDonald, U.S. Customs and
Border Protection (Appeared via videoconference); Sarah
F. Terman; Kaitlyn Jackson, Chief of Staff for Joseph
N. Mazzara
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STIPULATION

The VIDEO deposition of GREGORY BOVINO was taken at the
DIRKSEN FEDERAL BUILDING, 219 SOUTH DEARBORN STREET,
FIFTH FLOOR, CONFERENCE ROOM 9038, CHICAGO, ILLINOIS
60604 on THURSDAY the 30TH day of OCTOBER, 2025 at
approximately 10:29 a.m. (CT); said VIDEO deposition was

taken pursuant to the FEDERAL Rules of Civil Procedure.

It is agreed that MEGAN WEINER, being a Notary Public
and Digital Reporter for the State of ILLINOIS, may

swear the witness.
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PROCEEDINGS

THE VIDEOGRAPHER: We are now on the record.

My name 1s Sydney Little. I'm the
videographer today, and Megan Weliner 1s the court
reporter. Today is the 30th day of October, 2025.
The time 1is 10:29 a.m. Central. We are at Everett
McKinley Dirksen U.S. Courthouse, 219 South
Dearborn Street, Chicago, Illinois to take the
deposition of Gregory Bovino in the matter of

Chicago Headline Club, et al. v. Kristi Noem, et

States District Court for the Northern District of
Illinois, Eastern Division. Will the Counsel
please 1dentify themselves for the record?

MR. BOWMAN: We'll start with Plaintiffs'
counsel, including both those present here
physically and on Zoom. My name 1s Locke Bowman.

I am one of the lawyers for the plaintiffs.

MR. GAFFNEY: I'm Conor Gaffney, lawyer for
the plaintiffs.

MR. HILKE: Wally Hilke for the plaintiffs.

MS. HAGY: Lindsay Hagy for the plaintiffs.

MS. GILBERT: Dominique Gilbert for the

plaintiffs.

al., Case number 25-CV-12173, pending in the United
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MS. MARTINEZ:
plaintiffs.
MR. BOWMAN:

plaintiff.

plaintiffs.

Khojasteh for the

MS. HEDGES:
defendants.

MR. MAZZARA:
defendants.

MS. JACKSON:
defendants.

MR. PISCOPO:

defendants.

MR. BOWMAN:

listening in?

for defendants.

MS. JENKINS:

Alyssa Martinez also for the

And now the folks on Zoom for the

MR. ART: Steve Art, David Owens, Tara
Thompson, Aaron Tucek, Julia Rickert, Hayden

Johnson, and Craig Futterman are on Zoom for the

MR, KHOJASTEH: For Defendants —-- Sarmad

defendants.

Elizabeth Hedges for the

Joseph Mazzara for the

Kaitlyn Jackson for the

Philip Piscopo for the

THE VIDEOGRAPHER: Thank you. And --

And I think -- are there any are

defense lawyers on Zoom —-- other persons on Zoom

MR. SKEDZIELEWSKI: Yes. Sean Skedzielewski

Brooke Jenkins for defendants.
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MR. ADAMS: Anthony Adams with CBP OCC.

MS. MCDONALD: Rachel McDonald with CBP OCC.

THE VIDEOGRAPHER: Okay. And with that, Mr.
Bovino, can you please raise your right hand for
the court reporter to swear you in?

THE REPORTER: Do you solemnly swear, or
affirm, that the testimony you're about to give
will be the truth, the whole truth, and nothing but
the truth?

THE WITNESS: I do.

THE REPORTER: All right. Counsel, you may
begin.

MR. BOWMAN: In addition to the lawyers who've
identified themselves, we're also joined by a
paralegal at Loevy & Loevy, Valerie Barajas, who
will assist with technical matters during the dep.

DIRECT EXAMINATION

BY MR. BOWMAN:

Will you state your name, sir, please?
My name 1s Gregory Bovino.

And your title?

Where do you work?

Q

A

Q

A. Chief patrol agent.
Q

A I work at U.S. Border Patrol.
Q

What is your role in Operation Midway Blitz?

30 South Wacker Drive, 22nd Floor
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MR. KHOJASTEH: Object to form. Lacks
foundation.
THE WITNESS: I'm the Commander of Operation

Midway Blitz, Customs and Border Protection assets.
BY MR. BOWMAN:

Q. Does that mean that you are in charge of the
operations being conducted in the Northern District of
Illinois by various federal agencies in relation to the
operation?

MR. KHOJASTEH: Object to form. Lacks
foundation.
THE WITNESS: No.
BY MR. BOWMAN:

Q. Why not?

A. I don't understand what agencies you're
talking about.

Q. Okay. So the answer is no because you don't
understand the agencies, or is it no because, in fact,
you are not in charge?

MR. KHOJASTEH: Object to form. Asked and
answered.

MR. BOWMAN: Wow. All day this is how it's
going to be?

MR. KHOJASTEH: 1It's early for me to be --

MR. BOWMAN: Okay. All right.
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MR. KHOJASTEH: Locke -- Counsel,
respectfully, I'm doing my -- this is -- I'm -- you
have to ask sharp questions, like appropriate
questions. I've looked you up. You're an all star
in the Northern District of Illinois.

MS. BOWMAN: Uh-huh.

MR. KHOJASTEH: You know how to ask questions.

MR. BOWMAN: So I trust you know how to make
objections. Asked and answered 1s not a proper
objection in a deposition, and we're going to play
by the rules here. I'm going to do my best to
frame my questions, and I know you have a
responsibility to make objections. No unnecessary
interruptions.

BY MR. BOWMAN:

Q. So let me re-ask the question because of the
distractions, sir. I asked if you are -- maybe the best
way to put it is: the commanding officer of all of the
federal agents who are engaged in the operation of
Midway Blitz in the Northern District of Illinois.

Is that a confusing question for you?
No.
Okay. Can you answer it?

Yes.

Lo B & B

Okay. And what is the answer to the question?
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A. The answer 1s: I am the Commander of CBP
assets in Operation Midway Blitz.
Q. Okay. Are others in charge of other agencies?
MR. KHOJASTEH: Object to form. Lacks
foundation.
THE WITNESS: I don't know.

BY MR. BOWMAN:

Q. You don't know?
A. No.
Q. So what are the federal agencies engaged in

Operation Midway Blitz?
A. I don't know all the federal agencies engaged

in that operation.

Q. Do you know some of them?

A, fes.

Q. What are the ones you know?

A. FBI, DEA, ATO. That's all I can remember.
Q. CBP?

A. I already -- I already said that.

Q. Got it. How about ICE?

A, ICE?

Q. ICE.

A, ICE.

Q. ICE. Okay. Do you believe that there are

other federal agencies participating in Operation Blitz
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that -- Operation Midway Blitz that are unknown to you?
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A. I don't know.

MR. KHOJASTEH: And, Counsel, just for the
record, my understanding is this deposition -- and
the judge is pretty clear about what this
deposition is about. Obviously, giving you
latitude about asking questions about Operation
Midway Blitz. But it's supposed to be -- she
specifically said foundational questions as to why
he knows about the specific instance at -- that I
presume you will be asking him about later today.
Just give me a heads-up. We're going to keep a
short leash on this.

MR. BOWMAN: I -- you know, really, this is
getting bizarre already. You know that these are
proper foundational questions, because we're going
to be asking about the activities of folks wearing
masks and not identifying themselves and behaving
crazy on the streets of Chicago. Either this man
is in charge of that, or he is not. 1It's a proper
foundational gquestion. And I don't want you to
play with me.

MR. KHOJASTEH: I'm not playing with you. I
literally just said, I'm going to give you latitude

to ask the questions on --

30 South Wacker Drive, 22nd Floor
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MR. BOWMAN: Great. So do so and --

MR. KHOJASTEH: I think you should keep your
composure.

MR. BOWMAN: Uh-huh.

MR. KHOJASTEH: It's a room full of people.

MR. BOWMAN: Yeah.

MR. KHOJASTEH: There's -- I'm not beating my
chest trying to prove something to people on my
side of the table.

MR. BOWMAN: You are wasting my time. Stop
it.

MR. KHOJASTEH: That's rude. Let's treat each
other with respect. You deserve it, right? I
deserve the same. You didn't want to shake his
hand when you walked into the room. That was
noted. I get your position. This 1s like the hill
you're going to die on here. That's fine. Treat
him with respect. Treat me with respect. You're a
professional.

MR. BOWMAN: Treat the process with respect,
Sir.

MR. KHOJASTEH: We are. We're here.

MR. BOWMAN: Treat the process with respect.
Obey the rules. You don't need to give speeches.

MR. KHOJASTEH: If you're going to be rude,
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Mr. Bowman --

MR. BOWMAN: Bowman. Right.
BY MR. BOWMAN:

Q. So I am struggling with the issue of which
agencies are involved in Operation Midway Blitz. Are
there some agencies participating that are unknown to
you?

A. I've told you the agencies that I know --

Q. And do you believe --

A. -- that are operating in Operation Midway
Blitz.

Q. And are there others, to your -- you -- do you
believe that there are others that you don't know?

A. I don't know.

Q. Okay. So with respect to the agencies that
you've listed, would I be correct to understand that
certain agents -- within each agent's agency have been
delegated, assigned, or otherwise directed to
participate in the activities here in the Northern
District of Illinois that are known as Operation Midway
Blitz?

MR. KHOJASTEH: Object to form. Lacks
foundation.
THE WITNESS: I don't know.

BY MR. BOWMAN:
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Q. Don't know. Are you in command of the CBP
officers participating in Midway Blitz?
A. Yes.
Q. Are you in command of the ICE officers
participating in Midway Blitz?
MR. KHOJASTEH: Object to form.
THE WITNESS: Some -- some ICE officers.
BY MR. BOWMAN:
Q. Which ones?
A. I don't know who they are.
Q. I didn't ask for names. By category, which
ones?
MR. KHOJASTEH: Object to form. Lacks
foundation.
THE WITNESS: ICE officers.
BY MR. BOWMAN:
Q. ICE officers. You are in charge of the ICE
officers participating in Midway Blitz?
MR. KHOJASTEH: Object to form. Asked and
answered.
THE WITNESS: No.
BY MR. BOWMAN:
Q. Who is®?
A. Already answered that.

Q. You don't know?
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A. Is that -- is that a -- what's the next --
Q. That's a question. Do you not --
A. That's another question. I'm not --

Q. -- know who 1is in charge of the ICE officers
participating in Operation Midway Blitz?

A. No.

Q. Okay. Did you tell Judge Ellis in court on
Tuesday, that you are the commanding officer of
Operation Midway Blitz, in substance?

MR. KHOJASTEH: Object to form.
THE WITNESS: No.
BY MR. BOWMAN:

Q. You didn't tell her that? Was the testimony
that you gave under ocath in front of Judge Ellis true?

A. Yes.

Q. Did you struggle with the answer to that

question?
A, No.
Q. So how did you prepare to participate in this

deposition today?
A. I got a good night's sleep.

Q. Did you speak with anyone about the

deposition?
A, No.
Q. Did you speak with any of your lawyers?
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Q
A
Q.
A
Q
A

A.

MR. KHOJASTEH: I just want to make sure he's

clear on this, because I think -- I just want to
make sure -- he's not asking you -- when he's
asking you that question, that you spoke with
lawyers, for example, those are -- that is --
that's -- you can -- even though that -- the
substance of those conversations are privileged,

that's a --

THE WITNESS: Got you.

MR. KHOJASTEH: -- communication that he's

asking about, and you should be disclosing 1it.

THE WITNESS: Excellent. That was unclear

what you meant. I spoke to lawyers.

BY MR. BOWMAN:

Okay. You did talk to lawyers?

(No verbal response.)

That's a yes?

Yes.

Okay. Which lawyers did you talk to?

I can't remember all their names, but I spoke

to some of the lawyers in this room.

Q.

the lawyers in this room that you spoke with to prepare

Okay. Can you identify, by designating them,

for your deposition?

All the lawyers here.
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Q. All the lawyers here? Other than the
lawyer -- was this a meeting that you had yesterday?
A. Yes.
Q. Okay. Did the meeting take place here in this
building?
A. Yes.
Q. And in addition to the lawyers in this
room -- and when you say, "the lawyers in this room,"
I assume you're indicating those lawyers who are

appearing on behalf of the government in this case,

right?
A. You're assuming what? Excuse me.
The -- the --
Q. Assuming that you are referring to the lawyers

who are appearing on behalf of the government in this
case, when you say, "the lawyers in this room," right?

A. I'm referring to these lawyers in the room.

Q. Okay. Other than the lawyers in this room,
did anyone else participate in the meeting in which you
prepared for your testimony today?

A. I believe this was 1it.

Q. Did any of the defendants in this case
participate in the meeting in which you prepared for
your deposition --

MR. KHOJASTEH: Object to form.
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BY MR. BOWMAN:
Q. -- other than you?
MR. KHOJASTEH: Object to form.
THE WITNESS: No.
BY MR. BOWMAN:
Q. When you were preparing, how long did that
meeting last?
A. I can't remember.
Well, can you approximate it?
No.
Impossible to approximate?
No.
It 1s impossible to approximate?

No, I just can't remember.

o R o C - @)

Just can't recall. It's been a long time?
I mean, do you have difficulty remembering how
long a meeting was yesterday?
MR. KHOJASTEH: Object to form.
THE WITNESS: Yes.
BY MR. BOWMAN:
Q. Okay. Did you review any documents in order
to be prepared to testify here today?
A, No.
Q. Have you reviewed the temporary restraining

order that Judge Ellis issued in this case, referring to
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the modified one that was entered on October 177

A. The modified -- well, so there's more
than -- which one are you saying --
Q. I'm saying there was one entered on October

17. I don't think anybody's going to disagree. Have

you read that?

A. Yes.

Q Okay. When did you read it?

A. I can't remember.

Q Okay. It was read to you in court on Monday,
yes?

A. I don't know 1f 1t was read 1n -- 1n 1its
entirety.

Q. Okay. Well, the contents of it were discussed

with you in court on Monday in detail, correct?

A. Contents of that temporary restraining order
were discussed.

Q. And my question is: Subsequent to discussing
the contents of the temporary restraining order with
Judge Ellis on Tuesday, I think it was, have you had
occasion to look over, in any degree, that document?

A. Yes.

Q When did that happen?

A. I can't remember the date.
Q

Was i1t in the meeting yesterday?
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A. Not that I recall.
Q. All right. Have you looked at any video of
activities that occurred in Operation Midway Blitz?
MR. KHOJASTEH: Object to form. Lacks
foundation. Vague.
THE WITNESS: Could you be more specific?
Videos of --

BY MR. BOWMAN:

Q. Sure,
A. -— of -- I don't know.
Q. Videos of the operations of federal agents

during Midway Blitz, have you looked at any such videos?
MR. KHOJASTEH: Same objection.
THE WITNESS: Yes.

BY MR. BOWMAN:

Q. Would -- did you do that yesterday?

A. Not that I recall.

Q. Okay. Did you look at -- have you at any time
looked at the body-worn camera videos that were taken
during an incident at Little Village in which you threw
a canister of tear gas?

MR. KHOJASTEH: Object to form. Lacks
foundation.
THE WITNESS: I can't remember.

BY MR. BOWMAN:
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Q. Don't recall. Have -- you said you had looked

at some video, you believed, unless I misunderstood you,

right?
A. fes.
Q. What video have you looked at?
A. I can't remember the video.
Q. Can you describe it at all?
MR. KHOJASTEH: Object to form. Vague. Lacks
foundation.

BY MR. BOWMAN:

Q. Can you tell me anything about the video that
you looked at?

A. No. I can't recall the details of that video
that I looked at.

Q. Well, can you recall anything at a higher
level of generality -- not detail, but just in general,
what the video depicted?

MR. KHOJASTEH: Object to form. Lacks
foundation.
THE WITNESS: There were figures in the video.
BY MR. BOWMAN:

Q. Have you looked at video from the Broadview
ICE Facility?

MR. KHOJASTEH: Object to form. Lacks

foundation. Vague.
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THE WITNESS: I can't remember.

BY MR. BOWMAN:

Q. Okay. Have you looked at video from Little
Village? Any video?

A. Could you be more specific? In Little --
Little Village, I --

Q. Well, do you know what -- you know Little
Village is a neighborhood in Chicago?

A. I do.

Q. You know that there has been some controversy
in court, and out of court, about your actions in the
Little Village neighborhood on October 23? You're aware

of that, right?

A. No.

Q You're unaware?

A. I didn't know there was controversy.

Q Okay. Are you aware that there have been

court filings related to your activities in Little
Village on October 237
MR. KHOJASTEH: Object to form. Lacks
foundation.
THE WITNESS: Yes.
BY MR. BOWMAN:
Q. Are you aware that a video of -- that appeared

to be of you throwing a canister of tear gas was
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submitted in court on October 237

A, T didn't know it was submitted.

Q Okay. Have you looked at it?

A. I don't know which video you're referring to.

Q Have you looked at a -- have -- did you throw
a can of tear -- canister of tear gas in Little Village

on October 237
MR. KHOJASTEH: Object to form.
THE WITNESS: I can't remember the date, but I

did throw a handheld munition.

BY MR. BOWMAN:

Q. And when you say handheld munition, can you
describe it more specifically?

A. That was a -- a munition -- chemical munition
in a -- what appears to be a metal cylindrical
contailner.

Q. Yes. And you are well familiar with this
particular form of munition, correct?

MR. KHOJASTEH: Object to form.
THE WITNESS: Can you define "familiar"? What
do you mean?
BY MR. BOWMAN:

Q. You use these kinds of munitions from time to

time in your work, correct?

MR. KHOJASTEH: Object to form. Lacks
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foundation. Vague.

THE WITNESS: I have used munitions.
BY MR. BOWMAN:

Q. Officers under your command use these
munitions from time to time, carrying out activities
that you have assigned to them; is that correct?

MR. KHOJASTEH: Object to form.
THE WITNESS: Board of patrol agents use
munitions.
BY MR. BOWMAN:

Q. Correct. So my question is: You are familiar

with these munitions based on your work activities, both

your own and those of your subordinates. Is that a fair

statement?

A. No. I've been trained in the use of
munitions.

Q. So you have been trained in the use of this

particular munition that you threw in Little Village on
a date that you do not recall, correct?

A. Yes.

Q. Okay. And recognizing that you do not
remember the date, you do not deny that you threw a
canister of chemical, as you described this particular
munition, correct?

MR. KHOJASTEH: Object to form.
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THE WITNESS: I deployed a handheld munition.
BY MR. BOWMAN:

Q. Have you watched any video that showed you
deploying a handheld munition in the Little wvillage
neighborhood on some date recently?

A. Yes.

Q. All right. Have you signed any declaration
regarding your conduct since the filing of this lawsuit?

MR. KHOJASTEH: Object to form.
THE WITNESS: I don't understand the question.
BY MR. BOWMAN:

Q. Okay. Do you know what a declaration is?

A. Yes.

Q. Okay. My question is: Have you signed a
declaration that relates in any way to the issues that
bring us here today?

A. What -- what -- what issue -- what declaration
and issues are you talking about? I don't -- I don't
understand that --

Q. Well, I'm asking you, sir, if you've signed a
declaration about your work in Operation Midway Blitz?
Let's just leave it at that, at any point.

MR. KHOJASTEH: That's different than what you
were asking. Can you rephrase the guestion,

Counsel?
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MR. BOWMAN: No, I can't.

THE WITNESS: Can you be more specific on what
declaration you're talking about?

BY MR. BOWMAN:

Q. I am asking you if you have. I'm not aware of
it. So since I don't know, I must ask you, have you
signed a declaration?

A. Not to my knowledge.

Q. Okay. Do you intend to submit a declaration
in this case?

MR. KHOJASTEH: Object to form. Lacks
foundation. In addition to that, to the -- at --
those types of communications plainly implicate
attorney work product and like. You can't get our
litigation strategy by asking a witness questions.
Move on. That's hard stop. Move on.

BY MR. BOWMAN:

Q. Okay. So there is an instruction not to
answer the question. Are you going to follow Counsel's
advice?

A. Yes.

MR. KHOJASTEH: Insane.

BY MR. BOWMAN:
Q. Have you reviewed any documents of Customs and

Border Patrol that constitute policies, rules, or

502.589.2273 Phene
502.584.0119 Fax
schedule@kentuckianureporters.com
KEMN KIAMNA www.kentnckianareporters.com

s COURT REPORTERS -

Kentuckiana Reporters
30 South Wacker Drive, 22nd Floor
Chieago, jilineis 60686




W N

10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25

Case: 25142173 Deeunmenb#y 284-3doFileg: Jl/24/35:Bage 33,08:264 PagelD #:7923
]

30

procedures with respect to the use of force,
specifically to prepare to testify today in this
deposition?

A. It's Customs and Border Protection, not
Customs and Border Patrol.

Q. Oh, sorry. Thank you. Appreciate that.

A. U.S. Customs and Border Protection.

Q. With that modification, could you answer my
question?

A. Could you please repeat the question?

Q. Happy to. Have you reviewed any documents

that constitute rules, orders, procedures, policies of
any sort, of Customs and Border Protection relating to
the use of force in preparation for your testimony
today?

MR. KHOJASTEH: Object to form. Asked and

answered.

THE WITNESS: Not to my knowledge.
BY MR. BOWMAN:

Q. Have you reviewed any of the documents that
have been filed in this case in order to be prepared to
testify today? And I mean the legal documents: the
briefs, the declarations, those sorts of things?

MR. KHOJASTEH: Object to form. Asked and

answered.
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THE WITNESS: Can you repeat that again?
BY MR. BOWMAN:

Q. Sure. Have you, in order to be prepared to
testify today, reviewed any of the documents that have
been filed in the case? And by documents, I mean the
legal briefs, the declarations of persons in the
Northern District of Illinois, video, anything at all?

A. Not to my knowledge.

Q. You have a college degree and graduate
degrees?

A. fes.

Q. Before you joined Customs and Border

Protection, were you employed in any way?

A. Yes.

Q. Where did you work?

A. Before I joined Customs and Border Protection,
I worked as a reserve police officer in a place called
Boone, North Carolina. That's up in the northwest
section of our Southern Highlands, also known as the
Appalachian Mountains. Not Appalachian. The
Appalachian Mountains. I was a reserve police officer
there from approximately 1993 till I joined the Border
Patrol in 1996. That was a part-time position -- a
part-time paid position there in Boone, North Carolina.

Conducted all types of law enforcement duties there that
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you would normally expect of a police officer. Wide
spectrum of duties. Received many hours of training on
many different subjects there --

Q. Mr. Bovino, my question was merely: Have you
worked anywhere else? That just requires you to
identify an agency.

A. Yeah. And then --

Q. I appreciate that.

MR. KHOJASTEH: Just let him answer --
THE WITNESS: Yeah, I'm not done yet, though.
BY MR. BOWMAN:

Q. Oh, good.

A. So that was the -- I was a reserve police
officer there in Boone, North Carclina. And then before
that -- or I'm sorry. Concurrently with that, I worked
for a registered land surveyor, Green and Associates
Land Surveying. Those are the folks that survey land,
like parcels of land, building construction projects,
and things like that. So that's a land surveyor. Then
before that, I was employed in - - at Western Caroclina
University. And that was my undergraduate degree
at -- at Western Carolina University. So I was employed
there as a resident assistant at a dorm, for
approximately three years, as a residence assistant.

That was Harold Dorm, in particular. All three years at
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Harold Dorm. Concurrently to that -- and then before
that, and concurrently with that, I owned a landscaping
business. And that was not just the landscaping, but
also the lawn care. And then also, in conjunction with
the landscaping business, 1t was some amateur arborist
activities, the felling of trees.

Q. I'm not interested in your --

A. Oh, you -- you asked -- well, no. No, I was
paid. And you asked me the gquestion, so I'm going to
answer your question. And you asked me --

Q. I think you've answered it.

A. Well, I -- T haven't yet.

Q. Mr. Bovino, I'm going to cut off the
filibuster at this point --

A. But I'm not. I'm not --

Q. How old were you when you joined Customs and
Border Patrol?

A. 20.

Q. Have you worked continuously at Customs and
Border Protection? Excuse me. I make that mistake, no
doubt, other times during our time together. Have you
worked continuously at CBP since you joined the agency?

A. Well, no, because it wasn't CBP when I joined
the -- I joined the U.S. Border Patrol. I didn't join

CBP or INS or anything else. I joined the U.S. Border
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Patrol.
Q. I see. Have you been continuously employed by

the United States government in immigration enforcement
since you embarked on that work?
A. I've been employed by the U.S. Border Patrol
since -- since then.
Q. Thank you. You have risen through the ranks?
MR. KHOJASTEH: Object to form.
THE WITNESS: TI've been promoted.
BY MR. BOWMAN:
Q. So is it true that your current assignment is
delegated tactical commander of the agencies within the
Department of Homeland Security engaged in Operation

Midway Blitz? Is that a true statement?

A, Can you -- can you repeat that --

Q. Yes, sir.

A. -- please?

Q. Is it true that your current assignment is

delegated tactical commander of all agencies within the
Department of Homeland and Security engaged in Operation
Midway Blitz?

MR. KHOJASTEH: Object to form.

THE WITNESS: No.
BY MR. BOWMAN:

Q. Okay. Do you have a different assignment?
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MR. KHOJASTEH: Object to form.
THE WITNESS: Yes.
BY MR. BOWMAN:
Q Is that a yes?
A. Yes.
Q What is your assignment?
A. My assignment 1s commander of CBP assets at
Operation Midway Blitz, and Operation At Large.
Q. Could you please define CBP assets for me?
What are CBP assets?
A. Yes, sir. In CBP, which is Customs and Border
Protection, there are three main components within
Customs -- within CBP. The first of those
components 1s: the U.S. Border Patrol, which is the
uniformed part of Customs and Border Protection. One of
the uniformed agencies of Customs and Border Protection.
After that, we have something called OFO -- OFO stands
for Office of Field Operations. Those are the
individuals that work at parts of entry. The third
component of CBP is the Office of Air and Marine.
Office of Air and Marine. And the Office of Air and
Marine are our pilots and our boat drivers.

Q. Okay. There are other -- you listed some

| 35
A. No.
Q. Do you have an assignment at this time?
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other agencies earlier in my questioning that you know
to be also involved in Operation Midway Blitz,
specifically the FBI, the DEA, ATF, and ICE. And can we
agree that federal agents from those agencies are also
participating in Operation Midway Blitz?

A. Yes.

Q. Yes. 8o do you -- with respect to the federal
agents from those agencies that I just listed, do you
have any command responsibility?

MR. KHOJASTEH: Object to form.

THE WITNESS: I have command responsibility of
all assets under me for Operation Midway Blitz that
are assigned to Customs and Border Protection.

BY MR. BOWMAN:

Q. Okay. Are agents from the FBI, the DEA, the

ATF, and ICE assigned to Border Protection, for purposes

of this operation?

A. Occasionally.
Q. Occasionally. Have they been, within the
past -- since September 2, have federal agents from the

FBI, DEA, ATF, and ICE been assigned to CBP for the
purpose of conducting the operations of Midway Blitz?
A, fes.
Q. And those agents are under your command?

A. If they're assigned to me.
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Q. If they're assigned to you. Got it. Are
there any federal agents from the FBI, the DEA, the ATF,
and ICE, who are participating in Operation Midway Blitz
but are not assigned to you?

A. Yes.

Q. Who are they, by category? I don't want
names.

A, FBI, ICE, DEA.

Q. No. I'm going to cut you off. You've
misunderstood my question. It's my fault.

I sometimes --

A. Oh, you want the individual agents' names?

I -- I don't know.

Q. No. That's what I said I don't want.

A. Oh.
Q. I want you to clarify for me. You said that
there are indeed federal agencies of -- sorry, federal

agents from the agencies other than CBP, who are
assigned to you for the purposes of this operation.

We can agree about that, right?

A. On occasion.
Q. On occasion. And my question was: Are there
agents from those agencies -- I'm not going to list them

all again, but the ones participating, other than CBP,

who are not assigned to you and yet are still
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participating in Midway Blitz? And I think your answer
was yes, there are.

A. Yeah -- yeah.

Q. Okay, great. So I don't want names. I just
want you to explain to me, if you can, maybe this 1is
more than you can do, by category who those federal
agents are, who are working on the Midway Blitz
Operation, but are not assigned to you?

MR. KHOJASTEH: Object to form. Lacks
foundation.
THE WITNESS: What -- what category are you
talking about? I didn't know there was a category.
BY MR. BOWMAN:

Q. Well --

A. What -- what category? What's -- what is
that?

Q. Okay. Why don't we do it this way? Can you
confirm for me that on occasion, agents from the FBI,
DEA, ATF, and ICE are assigned to your command and are
participating on the ground in immigration enforcement
activities in the Northern District of Illinois pursuant
to the operation?

MR. KHOJASTEH: Object to form. Asked and
answered.

THE WITNESS: Yeah. As I already said, on
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occasion.
BY MR. BOWMAN:

Q. Yes. Are there any federal agents from the
FBI, DEA, ATF, ICE, who are on the ground, participating
in immigration enforcement activities in the Northern
District of Illinois but are not assigned to your
command?

MR. KHOJASTEH: Object to form. Asked and
answered.
THE WITNESS: Yes.
BY MR. BOWMAN:

Q. Okay. Can you describe for me by however it
would be -- you know this. I don't. However it would
be simplest and clearest for somebody who wanted to
understand what your job is, can you explain to me who
these folks are who are working on Midway Blitz, engaged
in immigration enforcement activity in the Northern
District of Illinois, but are not assigned to CBP and
don't work for you?

MR. KHOJASTEH: Object to form. Lacks
foundation. Vague. Calls for speculation.
THE WITNESS: Those individuals conduct Title

8 i1mmigration enforcement activities.

BY MR. BOWMAN:

Q. Well, so you, right?
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A. I -- I didn't say me. You didn't say me.
You said those people.

Q. Yeah. Can you tell me, are they doing
something different from what you do? Why is it that

they're not assigned to you, if you can tell me?

A. They're conducting Title 8 immigration
enforcement.

Q. Are you conducting Title 8 immigration
enforcement?

A, Yes.

Q. Okay. So is there anything different about
the Title 8 immigration enforcement that the agents from
the other agencies who are not assigned to you are
conducting versus what you're doing?

A. I don't know.

Q. Don't know. With respect to the CBP agents
and the outside agency agents who are assigned to you,
you are in full command and, bottom line, in charge of
their actions; is that fair?

MR. KHOJASTEH: Object to form. Lacks
foundation.
THE WITNESS: I am in command of the agents
that are put under me.
BY MR. BOWMAN:

Q. Okay. You are responsible for ensuring that
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they complied with law, right?
MR. KHOJASTEH: Object to form. Lacks

foundation.

THE WITNESS: Yeah. Can you -- can you -- I'm

-- I'm responsible for them to do what now?
BY MR. BOWMAN:

Q. Does the expression "legal, moral, ethical"
mean anything to you?

MR. KHOJASTEH: Object to form. Lacks
foundation.
THE WITNESS: Yes.
BY MR. BOWMAN:

Q. Yes. You use that expression a lot, right?

A. On occasion.

Q. And that's how you exhort your folks to live
up to the expectations of your agency and your command,
right? Let's be legal, moral, ethical.

A I admonish them to do that.

Q You admonish them.

A I don't exhort them to do that. I admonish.

Q. You insist that they behave in that fashion?

A I didn't say that.

Q Okay, admonish. Do you admonish the folks
under you to conform their actions to the law?

MR. KHOJASTEH: Object to form. Lacks
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foundation.

THE WITNESS: I tell them to follow the law on
occasion.
BY MR. BOWMAN:

Q. On occasion. Meaning, on occasion, you tell
them to follow the law, or you tell them to follow the
law but only on occasion?

MR. KHOJASTEH: Object to form.

Mischaracterizes the testimony.

THE WITNESS: T said I tell them to follow the
law.
BY MR. BOWMAN:

Q. Okay. And my next question was: With respect
to those agents, who you admonish to follow the law, it
is your bottom line responsibility to ensure that they
adhere to your admonition and do follow the law, right?

MR. KHOJASTEH: Object to form. Lacks
foundation.
MR. BOWMAN: Oh, really?
THE WITNESS: 1It's incumbent upon law
enforcement officers to follow the law.
BY MR. BOWMAN:

Q. It is your responsibility, with respect to the

agents under your command, to ensure, to the best of

your ability, that they follow the law, right?
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A. I admonish them to follow the law.

Q. Can you not answer the question I asked?

A. I did.

MR. KHOJASTEH: He's answering 1it.
BY MR. BOWMAN:

Q. Okay. That's the best you can do answering
the question?

A. It's what the best I can do?

Q. Your answer? Let me ask you this. If an
agent --

MR. KHOJASTEH: Better question: Is that the
best way you can ask a question?
MR. BOWMAN: Stop 1it.
BY MR. BOWMAN:

Q. If an agent under your command fails to adhere
to the law, do you believe that it is your
responsibility as the commanding officer that -- that
has happened?

MR. KHOJASTEH: Object to form. Calls for
legal conclusion. Lacks foundation. Go ahead.
THE WITNESS: I don't know what the specific
example you're talking about 1is.
BY MR. BOWMAN:
Q. I'm not talking about an example. I'm talking

about a generality, a proposition. As the commanding
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officer, does the buck stop with you?
MR. KHOJASTEH: Object to form. Lacks
foundation. Vague.
THE WITNESS: I tell my agents to follow the
law.
BY MR. BOWMAN:

Q. All right. And that is the most complete
answer that you can give to my question?

A. Is that a gquestion?

0. It is.

A. And what -- what's that question again? Is
that the most --

Q. Is it true that that is the most complete
answer that you can give to the question I just asked
you?

A. That 1s my answer.

Q. All right. Do you have a chain of command
that reports up to you, and could you please describe
it?

MR. KHOJASTEH: Object to form. Compound.

Lacks foundation. Vague.

THE WITNESS: I have subordinates that report
to me.
BY MR. BOWMAN:

Q. And who are they, by title?
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A. Titles would be --

Q. And to be clear before you start your answer.
I was vague in my question. So let me specify. I'm
talking about those under your command for purposes of
this operation. We're only here to talk about that. So
that's what my question is about.

MR. KHOJASTEH: I may hold you to that,
Counsel.

THE WITNESS: Titles would include deputy
chief patrol agents, patrol agent in charge,
special operations supervisors, supervisory board
of patrol agents, deputy patrol agents in charge.
And that's all I can think of right now.

BY MR. BOWMAN:

Q. Who among that group are direct reports to
you?

A. All.

Q. All direct reports to you. How many direct

reports do you have in this operation?

A. I -- I don't understand. Are you talking how
many supervisors do I have in this operation?

Q. No. I'm talking about you said that basically
all the supervisors are direct reports to you.
They -- 1if they have an issue, they come to you. They

don't come immediately to somebody else. They go
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straight to you. That's what I'm talking about.

MR. KHOJASTEH: Object to form. Lacks
foundation. Vague as to direct report. I think if
you established that, you'll understand the
question better.

THE WITNESS: I -- I didn't say that. You
asked me who the people are that --

BY MR. BOWMAN:
I asked you who your direct reports are, okay?
Yes.

Do you understand that question?

Q

A

Q

A. fes.
Q Can you answer it, please?

A I -- I did.

Q Okay. So how many direct reports do you have?

MR. KHOJASTEH: Same objection. Lacks
foundation.

THE WITNESS: There are approximately 220
agents 1n the Customs and Border Protection on this
operation.

BY MR. BOWMAN:
Q. And do they all report directly to you?
A, fes.

Q. Okay. Do you anticipate, and maybe you can't

tell me this, but do you anticipate in the ongoing
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operation of Midway Blitz that there will be additional
agents assigned?
MR. KHOJASTEH: Object to form. I instruct
you not to answer to the extent that doing so would
reveal law enforcement privileges.
BY MR. BOWMAN:

Q. Okay. So there has been an invocation,
Mr. Bovino, of a privilege called the law enforcement
privilege, and an instruction to you not to answer the
question. Do you intend to follow your counsel's advice
and not answer that question?

A. fes.

Q. To whom do you report in regards to Operation

Midway Blitz?

A. Secretary Kristi Noem.

Q. And you are a direct report to the Secretary?
A. Yes.

Q. How often do you speak with Secretary Noem

regarding the operations of Midway Blitz?

MR. KHOJASTEH: We're going to -- I'm going to
instruct you not to answer. This is beyond the
scope of this deposition as your way -- there's no
foundation -- nothing foundational about this. You
want to make an argument? Make an argument to the

judge about it. I'm happy to do that. We're not
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doing that. You can keep moving.
BY MR. BOWMAN:

Q. So there has been an instruction not to answer
the question, how often you speak with Secretary Noem,
your direct report, about the operations of Midway Blitz
on the basis that it is beyond the scope of the
deposition. And so I gather, Mr. Bovino, you are going
to refuse to answer that question?

A. I'm not going to answer that question.

Q. Okay. How often do you speak to Steven Miller
regarding the operations of Midway Blitz, if at all?

MR. KHOJASTEH: Same objection. Move on,
Counsel.

MR. BOWMAN: The objection is what?

MR. KHOJASTEH: Same object -- i1t has nothing
to do with this deposition.

MR. BOWMAN: It has nothing to do with the
deposition. Okay. $So on the basis --

MR. KHOJASTEH: You -- listen. We have the
transcript. If you want to point to me, because
you want to make a record here, just point to me
where in the judge's transcript she says you should
be asking questions here today about his
conversations with the White House, which is

subject to executive privilege, or the plans for
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Operation Midway in -- for the future. Show me
where in the transcript does that. Do your job.
Lay the foundation. Great.

MR. BOWMAN: Tell you what we're going to do
at this point. We're going to take a short break.
Our court reporter will indicate -- or our
videographer will indicate the elapsed time, and
we'll reconvene in ten minutes.

MR. KHOJASTEH: On what basis are we taking
the break?

MR. BOWMAN: Because 1t's time to take a
break, and I need to confer with my colleagues
about your issue. I didn't anticipate it.

MR. KHOJASTEH: Okay.

THE VIDEOGRAPHER: All right. With that,
we're going to go off the record. The time 1is
11:15.

(A recess was taken.)

THE VIDEOGRAPHER: Okay. We're back on the
record, and the time is 11:34.

MR. BOWMAN: So I want to state on the record
that after the -- during the break, Counsel for the
Government indicated that I am a petulant old man.
And I'm sorry to hear that, and I didn't think

that -- that was an appropriate thing to say to me.
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