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Christina Centera {center) and son Carlo {left) cry as she taiks of her son Demetri, who was killed by police.

Police shootings spur suits

Families call killings
of 2 men unjustified

By Rudoiph Bush

Tribune staff reporter

The families of two men
killed in separate shootings
ar by Chicago police of-
ers filed wrongful death
rsuits against the city and
Police Department in federal
court Thursday; saying their
loved ones were gunned down
nnjustifiably
Jon Loev
families of Demeiri
and Michael Dunbaz,
Police Department perform-
ed whitewash investigations
with the aim of clearing the

officers who shot the men.

“The Chicago Police De-
partment has never met a
shooting that is not justi-
fied,” Loevy said. “Ii has got-
ten completely out of control
in Chicago inaway that isnot
irue in other major cities.”

On April 7, off-duty Officer
Edward Yerke shot and killed
Cenfera, 31, and his friend
Kenneth Elrod after a con-
frontation at a Northwest
Side bar.

Yerke told investigating of-

cers the men had pulled
guns on him after he helped
throw Elrod out of the bar. He
was cleared of wrongdoing in
theincident. 3

Yerke and the Pgolice De-
partment are named as defen-
dants in Centera’s suit.

Dunbkar, 31, was shot and

killed May 3 after he

pulled over duri
stop on Chicage

An officerfi
Dunbar began to drive off.

Investigators cleared the
officer after he said he was
being dragged by Dunbar’s
car and feared for his life.

The city is the sole defend-
ant named in Dunbar’s suit.

Loevy called the police ver-
sions of both shootings non
sense, Centera and Dunbar
“were unarmed and doing
nothing that could have pro-
voked their execntion by the
Chicago Police Department,”
Loevy said..

Police spokeswoman Mo-
nigue Bond declined ic com-
ment on the suits, citing de-

ngs by polic
06. Of thoss,

mother, Christi-
na f{ a, broke down cry-
ing avout the loss of her son,
saying he had done nothingto
deserve his fafe.

Tribune staff reporter David

Heinzmann contributed to

this report.
rrhush@tribune.com




